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“Among the believers are men who have proven true to what they pledged to Allah. Some of
them have fulfilled their pledge others are waiting. They have never changed in the least.”
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Adjectives are one of the four major word classes,

along with nouns, verbs and adverbs. Examples of
adjectives are: big, small, blue, old, rich and nice. They give
us more information about people, animals or things
represented by nouns and pronouns. In the sentence 'She is
happy', 'happy' is a predicative adjective. In 'a sudden
movement', 'sudden' is an adjective in the attributive
position.

Adjectives modify or describe features and qualities of
people, animals and things:

£+ That is a big house. (thing)

{+ Look at the grey horse. ; Some dogs have long tails. (animal)
£t She is tall. (people)

cutealluring  foxy

beauteousyarvelousenticing gorgeous

charming dazzling  ravishing handsom
classywell-formed

excellent

adjective A word that describes a noun or pronoun

[after noun] An adjective that only follows a noun.
[after verb] An adjective that only follows a verb.

[before noun] An adjective that only goes before a noun.

The form of an adjective or adverb that expresses a

Sl difference in amount, number, degree, or quality.
The form of an adjective or adverb that expresses that the
superlative thing or person being described has more of the particular
quality than anything or anyone else of the same type.
[not gradable] An adjective that has no comparative or superlative form.

e
exquisite  div
magnificent delightfu
fairgood-lookingsightly
grandelegantstunning

admirable,
attractive

fine

i+ Most of the issues mentioned in the
documentary are not very important.

+ Katie was awake at the time.
Not: Katiewas-an-awake- -atthetime:

i+ a yellow ballon >>> Not: a-ballenyelHow

» What a beautiful flower!
3 | do not have to work for the next four days.

+ John is taller than Smith.
{+ This house is more expensive than that one.

3 John is the tallest student in the class.
+ This house is the most expensive house in
the region.

{: These vegetables are organic.

Not: Fhesevegetablesare-  -organics

-1 like salmon especially when it is wild.
Not: Like sal ol whon it i auite wild.
:This suitcase is small.

gradable: This suitcase is quite/very small.

{+ meaning of adjectives; oppositeness; gradual and upgradable; forms; identifying adjectives;
forming adjectives from other words; comparative and superlative; adjectives with -ing and -ed; order

18

of adjectives; adjective phrases: position, function, with nouns and verbs; objects complement;




m attributive phrases/adjectives: When adjective phrases come before a noun are called attributive.
® She speaks in a very slow voice.
® We never cycle in a heavy rain. |l cycle (v.): Most of the kids cycle or walk to school. (to ride a bicycle) /'sar.Ksl/
3¢ We have cycled all the way from Scotland. Il n. Cycles cannot be taken on this train.
s She was so determined to get fit she often cycled eight miles to the nearest swimming pool.

m predicative phrases/adjectives: In some cases an adjective phrase is to be a complement to a verb. It completes the
meaning of verbs that describe what the subject is, does or experiences. These verbs include be, seem, become, feel, smell,
faste (linking verbs). When adjective phrases complement verbs, this is called predicative.

o | felt sad. Il This soup smells really wonderful.

® She thought the room was very strange. ] That coffee tastes too strong.

¢ beauteous (adj.): a beauteous landscape | Beauteously the fields grew greener. /'bjus.ti.es/
% The object of art must be beauteous not only by its form, but also venerable by its content.
% |t is a beauteous summer resort. (very attractive to look at; beautiful)
# venerable (adj.): a venerable tradition/company/family (deserving respect because of age, high position, or religious

or historical importance; respected) /'ven.ar.a.bal/
% She has worked at such venerable institutions as Boston's Museum of Fine Arts and the Metropolitan Art Museum in New York.

% The venerable American jeweler, Tiffany & Company, appointed a new president.
¢ enticing (adj.): an enticing smile Il an enticing job offer /in'tar.sin/
3¢ An enticing smell came from the kitchen. (attracting)
¢ marvelous (adj.)(UK marvellous): He's done a marvelous job of the painting. (extremely good) /'matr.val.as/
s He was a truly marvelous storyteller. ] The concert was absolutely marvelous.
s |t took me forever to get it right, but it was a marvelous feeling when | did.
% We've achieved some marvelous results with this new drug. Il From the garden there was a marvelous view over open countryside.
¢ gorgeous (adj.): What a gorgeous room/dress/colour! 1l The weather was so gorgeous. (very beautiful and attractive)
% The bride looked gorgeous. |l From our hotel, there were gorgeous views of the city. /'gor.d3es/
+ ravishing (adj.): She looked ravishing/She was a ravishing sight in her wedding dress. (very beautiful) /reev.1.[in/
¢ ravishingly (adv.): She was a ravishingly beautiful bride. (in a way that is very beautiful) [reev.1.fin.li/
# In the duet, they sang ravishingly. (duet: a song or other piece of music sung or played by two people) /d3u’et/
¢ dazzling (adj.): 1. a dazzling white light (A dazzling light is so bright that you cannot see for a short time after looking at it)
% 2. A dazzling smile flashed across his face. (causing or likely to cause strong admiration) [deez.sl.1n/
# classy (adj.): That's one classy vehicle you've got there. (stylish or fashionable) /Klaz.si/ 19
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/drug
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/garden
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/open
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/dress
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/colour
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/beautiful
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/attractive
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bride
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/our
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/city
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/beautiful
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/beautiful
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bride
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/piece
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/play
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/white
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/light
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/light
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/bright
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/see
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/short
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/time
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/looking
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/smile
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/flash
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/face
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cause
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/likely
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/cause
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https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stylish
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/fashionable

¢ well-formed (adj.): a well-formed sentence |l a well-formed argument (having been constructed or shaped well)

& exquisite (adj.): 1. an exquisite piece of china Il Look at this exquisite painting. (very beautiful and delicate) /ik'skwiz.1t/
% She has exquisite taste. Il a vase of exquisite workmanship Il shoddy workmanship (badly made)  /w3ak.man.[1p/-/ [od.i/
s 2. The pain was quite exquisite. Il A good comedian needs to have an exquisite sense of timing. (great)

s exquisitely (adv.): Their house is exquisitely furnished.
st exquisiteness (n.): She commented on the exquisiteness of the workmanship. /1K' skwiz-1t-li/-/'w3:k.man. f1p/
% shoddy (adj.): shoddy goods (badly made, using low quality materials)

¢ statuesque (adj.): They are represented as beautiful, statuesque, shaded men. Il A statuesque woman is attractively tall

and large. (having a graceful, beautiful, or dignified form; like a statue; tall and well-shaped) / steetf.u'esk/

+ divine: 1. adj. Some fans seem to regard the players as divine beings. (connected with a god, or like a god) /dr'vain/
st divine intervention (= help from God) [l divinelove Il adv. divinely inspired truth /dr'varn-li/
s« Just because you've been promoted that doesn't give you a divine right (= one like that of a god) to tell us all what to do.

% 2. adj. Their new house is quite divine! (extremely good, pleasant, or enjoyable)

s« We had a perfectly divine time in Switzerland. Il The dessert was simply divine. | adv. She sings divinely.
% 3. v. | divined from his grim expression that the news was not good. (o guess something)

s grim: 1. adj. The future looks grim. Il Her prospects are grim. (worrying, without hope) /grim/
% The doctor's diagnosis was grim. |l The situation in the drought-stricken region is grim. /draot// strik.an/
s Experts have been giving grim predictions for the future of the company.

s« Her face was grim as she told them the bad news. Il Later Mr Ashby left the court, grim-faced and silent.

s« The expression on his face was one of grim determination. Il  adv. She stared grimly ahead. /'grim.nas/-/grim.li/
s« His assessment of the war is grimly pessimistic.

s n. | make a comment today about the grimness of our outlook.

s grimness (n.): He was smiling but with such grimness that she began to regret her decision to come.

s« 2. ad]. a grim-looking block of flats (very unpleasant or ugly)

s« stricken (adj.): the flood-stricken city Il emergency aid for famine-stricken countries Il a poverty-stricken area

st Those stricken by the plague. (suffering severely from the effects of something unpleasant) (strike, stroke, stricken)
s« All the oil from the stricken tanker has now leaked into the sea. Il grief = very great sadness /ple1g/-/gri:t/
s My country has been stricken by war for the past five years. |l He has been stricken with grief since the death of his wife.

% plague: 1. v. Financial problems have been plaguing their new business partners.

s« My shoulder's been plaguing me all week. (to cause worry, pain, or difficulty to someone or sth)
20 * 2. V. The children plagued him with questions all through lunch. Il He's been plaguing me for a loan of the book. (to annoy someone)
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